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(Winona Public School to shed light on

autism, with Cory Grant, wide-receiv-
er for the Hamilton Ti-Cats, as a guest
speaker.

Autism is an illpess whereby the suffer-
§ er withdraws into their own private world.
S This behaviour renders the person unable
§ to communicate normally with others or
& respond to his or her real environment.

Itis an jllness that is difficult to diagnose,
especially before the age of five because
their is no real visual difference between a
child with autism and a child without.

Tina Fougere, mother to an autistic
child, Nathan Fougere who attends Winona
Public School, wanted to address the issue
with the other students at her son's
school.

"This issue is important because these
kids are a part of society. To understand
their behavioural problems, you have to
understand autism because they want to
fit in too," said Ms. Fougere.

As part of the presentation, Kathy Pierce,

On April 28, a presentation was held at
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a doctor from Chedoke Hospital who
‘works with autistic children, discussed the
symptoms as well as the behaviour exhibit-
ed by people with the condition.

"Autism is an illness that you are born
with and one in 500 people have it. It is a
difficult illness to see. Some autistic chil-
dren communicate only through sign lan-
guage or pictures because they don't
speak. Others like'to talk a lot. Some find it
difficult to play which makes it harder for
them to make friends. We have to realize
that being different is special and unique
and we should not be afraid, but instead,
make the attempt to make them feel they
are a part of society," said Ms. Pierce

Once an autistic child finds something
they like to do, they develop an authentic
talent for it and it becomes the only thing
they do.

“Some autistic children are really good
with computers, even better than me. Oth-
ers are good with numbers, letters, draw-
ing pictures and memorizing things. It real-
ly is quite amazing," said Ms. Pierce.

To all the students’ delight, guest speak-
er for the presentation was Cory Grant of
the Hamilton Ti-Cats.

Through an interactive exercise, Mr.
Grant gave the students a firsthand exam-
ple of how being different is an amazing
quality and should be accepted by society.

"We all have to realize that not one per-
son is better than the other because we are
all equal. I'm on a football team and we are
all different; some of us big, some of us
small, but we are equal because we work
better as a unit. Everyone has something
special which makes them unique and we
have learn to accept people for their dif-
ferences," said Mr. Grant.

As a special treat for the youngsters,
three lucky winners received football
memorabilia through a random draw,
while the remaining students all received
autographs from the football icon.

"Autism is a devastating illness that
affects not only the person diagnosed with
it, but the whole family and others around
them. It's an jllness that needs more expo-
sure and awareness for people to better
understand the differences. I am fortunate
enough to have this opportunity today and
‘will hopefully continue to bring awareness
through many other mediums,” said Ms.
Fougere.

pecial assembly aimed at educating Winona P.S. students about autism

H Corey Grant, of the Hamilton Ti-
Cats, was a guest speaker at Winona
Public School’s presentation to bring
about awareness on children with
autism. Pictured with Corey are
Nathan Fougere and twin sister Tasha.
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