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Autism supporters honoured at CNAF
ey

ina Fougere is a mother

determined to make a differ-
ence for children with autism.

For years, she struggled
alone to have her son Nathan
included in regular classes at
Winona Public School.

During that time, Ms.
Fougere became an activist not
only for her own child, but for
other families facing a similar
dilemma.

Three years ago, she started
the Canadian National Autism
Foundation (CNAE), which acts
as a support group for parents
with autistic children as well as

alobby group.
CNAF also raises money for
autism  research, through

fundraisers and other special
events.

On Nov. 7, the group held its
2nd annual Dinner and Dance

Supporters of the Canadian National Autism Foundation were honoured
last week at a special gala dinner. From left to right, Ed Strecker, Brad

behalf of Chris Mei).
at Chandelier Place. More than
180 people attended the gala
event in support of autism
research.

During the evening, Ms.
Fougere paid tribute to some
local individuals that have sup-
ported CNAF since its incep-

Clark, Mario DiVittorio, MP Tony Valeri and Rob Poller (accepting on

tion.

Honoured were former
Stoney Creek MPP Brad Clark,
Stoney Creek MP Tony Valeri, Ed
Strecker, Mario DiVittorio and
Chris Mei.

“Many people probably
wouldn't realize how much Brad

gala dinner

Clark has helped families all
over Ontario,” said Ms. Fougere.
“He has helped put people with
autistic children in contact with
resources they need but are not
readily available. He always sup-
ported our organization.”

Ms. Fougere also paid special
tribute to long-time friend and
supporter Ed Strecker.

“Ed has helped us in so many
ways, whether it is raising
awareness, getting donations or
selling tickets,” she said.

The2nd annual Dinner and
Dance was a huge success said
Ms. Fougere.

“It keeps growing,” she said.
“] can't say enough about the
people who continue to support
us, including our sponsors.”

The next big event for CNAF
is the Silent Auction and Brunch
June 6 at the Chandelier Place.

For more information on
CNAE visit www.cnaf.net or call
905-643-7183.
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