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Application changes for Chedoke respite program

‘About 170 familie with developmentslly challenged children who use the Special Senvices at Home respte
proaram wil 02n have t2 make & rsk downtawn to spply fo funding.

Under the new rules announced tis spring, familiswil b reauired to e theie applications forfunding st
the ministrys provincial offce in the Ellen Fairclough Builing on King Street West, rther than at Chedote.
Hospital as they had in the past.

Starting in July amilies can aiso milor fax theirpapenvor t the minity said Kathlsen Kitchng, manager
of developmentsl pedistics and rehabilation senvices s Malaster Chilcren's Hossital

Kitehing says it understandatl if some of those familiss fesl & sense of 102 once they stop woring with stsff-
st Chadote,

“Changs i iffiult. | dontwant o minimize people' feslings.

The program, funded by the provincial Ministy of Community and Social Servioss, helps familis of chldren
with developmentsl issues, incuding autism, cover e cost of in-home ssistance as well s pay for a varisty of
social activiies fortheirchild orteenager outside of the family settng suich 83 summer day camp.

ike Lysecsi, co-adinstor of special nsads samioss in the developmentsl pedistics and rehabilation
program, noted the change should mean most funding clims are processed by the miristy in three orfour
aye, while it can tske Hamitton Heslin Sciznces up o nine days to G0 20

Tin Fougers, president and founder of the Stoney Creek-based Cansdian Nstional Autism Foundation, sid
many of their families use the home program, snd i the paststaff st Chiedote helped femiliesfind quslified
respte wortes.

She's concamad that senics will no longes be svailabls.

Shery Parley, xecuive director of Community Living Hamilion, said 20 families who had been applying for
respite nelp thraugh Chisdore will bs Hanstered o community ving st the &nd of June.
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